WAR
his friendliness with the Imperialist section of the Liberal
Party did not extend to its leaders, Asquith and Grey. As far
as Asquith and Grey recognized MacDonald's existence at
all, they were implacably opposed to him. They both treated
him with scorn and contempt.
At the outbreak of war, Lloyd George was one of the most
popular men in the country. His brilliant oratory and great
parliamentary gifts had given him a position of honour and
distinction in public life. He had risen rapidly and there
was no doubt that he would go far. It was a keen appreciation
of this fact that led MacDonald to associate with the young
and- promising statesman. This close association of Mac-
Donald with his political opponents was quite unknown to the
rank and file of the Labour Party. Had it been known it would
have been keenly resented. Indeed, it was to prevent this
sort of thing that the Labour Party was formed. These
affiliations, as far as they were known, were strongly deprecated.
At an annual conference of the Labour Party held in Glasgow,
MacDonald was very sharply criticized for his associations
with Liberals. One speaker offered strong objection to
MacDonald having accepted nomination as a member of
the Indian Public Services Commission. No doubt MacDonald
would do good work in India, but he objected to his running
away abroad while there was so much to be done at home.
Eighteen years later Winston Churchill made the same
criticisms in language more picturesquely descriptive and
more personally offensive.
It must be remembered that MacDonald had always had
these affiliations in all the political parties. Besides Lloyd
George, he was in close touch not only with Haldane, Morley,
and Sir John Simon, but with Fisher and Balfour.
On that fateful Sunday when Europe was on the brink of
war, a very revealing and significant incident, which had
far-reaching consequences, occurred, A party of notable
persons met at lunch to discuss the critical situation especially
with regard to its political implications. They were Lloyd
George, Sir John Simon, the late Charles Masterman, George
Lambert, and Rarnsay MacDonald, They were fully aware
of all the facts known to the Cabinet and could therefore
discuss the situation with adequate information. They were
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